
THE PROJECT 
 
By working together the European Polytheatre Project 
shares the partners knowledge , expands experience and 
educates in creative ways by the use of different 
traditional theatre techniques. The project is a means to 
meet people and to further deepen their understanding of 
various cultural backgrounds and identifying the 
meaning of European cultural heritage. 
 
The European Polytheatre Project is supported by The 
European Commission Life Long Learning Programme 
– Education and Training – Grundtvig 
 
Grundtvig networks aim to strengthen the links between 
the various ‘actors’ involved in adult education, to 
improve the quality, European dimension and visibility 
of activities in the field of adult learning, and to help 
make learning opportunities more widely known and 
available to people of all ages. 
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From 17 till the 20th of May the participants have attended a Commedia 
dell’Arte Workshop conducted by Lydia Biondi. Artistic director of the 

MIMOTEATROMOVIMENTO. 
 

This was given in cooperation with: 
Cristiano Leopardi - actor  

Dino Ruggiero - actor  
Roberto Cito - actor  

Stefania Toscano - choreographer  
Giovanni Morassutti - actor and organizer 

 
The project was included in the second international meeting of the 
European Polytheatre: Cultural and Awareness and Expression 
Laboratory. The European theme of this project is: MIGRATION 

 
And performed by (in order of appearance): 

Bryan Reynolds/Jasmine Reggiani (TTC, Netherlands) – Presentatori 
Oscar Seip (TTC, Netherlands) – Arlecchino I 

Lilia Lytra (MDG, Greece) - Colombina 
David Backovsky (TTC, Netherlands) – Dottore 
Vasilis Theologis (MDG, Greece) – Pantalone 

Frank van der Steen (TTC, Netherlands) – Capitain Matamoros 
Fredrik Shirén (KK, Sweden) – Arlecchino II 

Eleni Thalassinou (MDG, Greece) - Ricciolina 
Maria Papanikolaou (MDG, Greece) – Ricciolina II 

Vasiliki Gkatziaki (MDG, Greece) – Ricciolina III & Death 
Bruno Mathelart (LASPSA, Belgium) – Pulcinella 

 
 
 
 

It was a real challenge: four extremely intense days. 
 
The European Community project has very intelligent and interesting aspects but, as 
many other things in this historical period, it also has many economical problems… 
 
The contribution for each country, together with the small amount of money each of us 
is trying to get from private sponsors, is too small to permit us to travel abroad for 
more than 4 days (6 days with the travelling days included). So: 

- A wonderful project 
- An extraordinary occasion to meet different people, discover different 

realities and share   common work.. 
- but not enough time to delve deeper regarding information about a theatrical 

methodology and set up a performance 
 
In that sense it was a real challenge.  We were able to set something up thanks to the 
enthusiasm, the patience and the will of every participant.  In 3 days they learned and 
memorized monologues and scenic actions, they suggested solutions and helped set the 
stage up. 
 
I hope it was a good and useful experience for them. It certainly was for me. Now we 
know each other better and we are very curious to discover other working methods at 
the next meeting. 
 

Lydia Biondi 
 
 
LYDIA BIONDI has more than four decades of performances under her belt, with 
extensive experience in film, television and in the theater. She conducted Commedia 
dell’Arte workshops in USA, Colombia, Canada, Russia, France, Italy and has also 
been part for a long period of the Mime and masks company MUMMENSCHANZ. 
 
On the big screen, she appeared in Lasse Hallström’s “Casanova,” starring Heath 
Ledger and Sienna Miller. ” in Pier Paolo Pasolini’s ” Le streghe” in Federico Fellini’s 
“Tre passi dal delirio”.  Biondi’s film credits also include “Roseanna’s grave,” “Empoli 
1921,” “Volere Volare”, “Ratataplan”, “Se devo essere sincera.”,”Commedia sexy”, 
“Fuoco”, “Miracle at St. Ana”by Spike Lee, “Letters to Juliet” by Wiennick with 
Vanessa Redgrave, “Eat, Pray,Love” by Murphy with Julia Roberts. Recent television 
credits include “Il bello delle donne”, “Onore e  Rispetto,” “Diritto di difesa”, “Rome”, 
“Marcinelle” , “Il caso Moro” e “Il sangue e la Rosa, “L’Isola”,”Una buona 
stagione”,”Il XIII ° apostolo”, “Un caso di coscienza”.   
 
On stage, Biondi boasts dozens of roles in productions including “Le muse orfane,” 
“Solo per amore,” “Il Parasole di Sarah”, “Desiderio”, “East is East”, “Elena in “Elena 
and the others”, “Beatrice Cenci”,  “Les Bonnes”, “Le Squat”, “Bed and 
Breakfast”,”The last night of Salome”,”Babette’s feast”.  



	  
Partners: 
 
MTM mimoteatromovimento (Rome / Italy) is a non-profit organization that 
deals with theatre as a pedagogical tool for adult education .MTM uses 
traditional technique of Commedia dell’Arte in order to develop the capacity of 
the participants to express themselves fully. MTM has all kinds of students and 
especially male adults employed and unemployed, women and young 
immigrants are attending their workshops. MTM works in English and Italian. 
Since 1979 MTM has organized, produced and developed several activities in 
the field of theatre focusing on international programs like workshops, festivals 
and performances involving international actors and staff. Lidia Biondi , as the 
president of MTM, has a background in fine arts, dance and theatre. Ref. Lidia 
Biondi | www.mimoteatromovimento.it 
 
“MACHINA” Drama Group (Salonicco / Greece) is a non-profit 
organization established in 1995, implementing several drama activities in the 
framework of continuous learning promotion for people disadvantaged for 
socio-economic reasons/ unemployed, people in age 45 +, women, low 
educated, people without professions and immigrants. Throughout its existence 
MACHINA Drama Group: is functioning in cooperation with local 
municipality; has presented more than 25 performances; has cooperated with 
other European drama groups from Malta, Austria, Finland, Latvia for the 
production of cultural work and cultural exchange; has been distinguished in 
Pan-hellenic Drama Competition of Educational Company and “ArtTheatre” 
(Theatre Technique), gaining the First Award the 1995, the Special prize the 
1996; has gained the Second Award in the Pan-Hellenic Drama Competition of 
Ministry of Education and Lifelong Learning (2002). One of MICHANI main 
objectives is to enhance cultural and educational activities shared by Europeans 
through the development of cooperation, learning partnerships and to 
encourage transnational circulation of art, culture, knowledge and ways of 
expression. Ref. Maria Papanikolaou | www.dg-machina.com 
 
Les Amis de la Salle Paroissiale Sainte-Anne (Dinant / Belgium). The 
association has been created in 1998 to re-dynamise a local hall that was more 
or less in ruins. The way we found to collect money and renew it was to 
develop the theatre company that had begun its activities some years before 
and had already gathered hundreds of people of all generations in preparing 
and performing local or regional (hi)stories. The Compagnie du Rocher Bayard 
was born and since then, its reputation has grown and has been recognized on 
local, regional and even national levels by the amateurs associations. We have 

a group of 20 teenagers working on the national Teens Stage Program lead by 
Promotion Theatre asbl; we work with a group of 30 adults on repertory 
theatre (Molière, contemporary writers, …) and with a group of 150 people on 
historical plays that we perform in villages, woods, castles etc. We lead theatre 
workshops. Our specificity is to promote the participation of the local 
populations by rehearsing and performing in front of their houses. Ref. Bruno 
Marthelart 
 
Transversal Theater Company. (Amsterdam / Holland) The TTC approach 
is multifaceted and interdisciplinary. In addition to creating performances, we 
write academic books and articles, offer workshops on acting and other aspects 
of theater making, and organize conferences. Throughout our work, we not 
only engage research across the arts and humanities, but also from a variety of 
other fields, including cognitive neuroscience, robotics, and mathematics. The 
primary aim of Transversal Theater is to connect young scholars and artists 
with experienced academics and theater professionals, and, in effect, to foster 
exchanges, collaborations, and opportunities to learn, share, and explore new 
ideas, techniques, and insights. Transversal Theater has toured productions, 
given lectures, and taught workshops in fifteen countries altogether. Ref. 
Bryan Reynolds | www.transversaltheater.com 
 
Kompani Komedi (Stoccolm / Sweden) is a non-profit organization 
established in 1995, dedicated to Commedia dell’Arte and Vulgar Comedy as 
theatrical forms. As a theatre group we are primary an artistic and educational 
organization. Our goal is to play, establish and popularize physical theatre, 
Commedia dell’Arte and Vulgar Comedy in Sweden and internationally. 
Kompani Komedi strives for a deeper collaboration with other theatres and 
organizations in order to build and take part in a greater network where we 
think we can make a contribution with our knowledge. Kompani Komedi is 
organized from an idea about everyone’s participation in the whole process. 
Only those who are active in performances and other work may be members in 
the non-profit organization. On the other hand everyone who works active 
within the group may be members. We want to create the biggest possible 
devotion in the work in the long run this way. Ref. Fredrik Schiren | 
www.klingvall.com/e/KK-e.html 
 
 
 


